
RETIREMENT OF ELIZABETH D. RESCHER 
PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH 

Dr. Elizabeth Rescher joined Richard Bland College in 2000. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Rochester in 1981, her Master’s degree from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1986, and her Ph.D. from the University of Toronto in 1999. She 
completed additional graduate work at the University of Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins University, 
and the University of Maryland.  

Dr. Rescher has consistently upheld the highest standards of scholarship and pedagogy. Her 
courses were characterized by a rigorous curriculum and a genuine concern for the intellectual 
growth of her students. In addition to teaching, Dr. Rescher was invested in college service. She 
served on numerous committees, contributed to curriculum development, and played a pivotal 
role in various academic initiatives.  

Dr. Rescher’s aspirations for herself and her students were marked by an unwavering pursuit of 
excellence. She set a high bar for academic rigor and integrity. Her legacy is one of dedication 
and commitment. Dr. Rescher has left an indelible mark on the institution, and her recognition 
as Faculty Emerita will serve as a testament to her notable career.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the William & Mary Board of Visitors acknowledges the 
retirement of Dr. Elizabeth Rescher on August 10, 2024, expresses its appreciation for the many 
contributions she has made to Richard Bland College, and approves, with deep gratitude for her 
24 years of service to the College, a change in her status from Professor of English to Professor 
of English, Emerita; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of the Board and a 
copy delivered to Dr. Elizabeth Rescher with best wishes from a grateful Board for her years of 
dedicated service to Richard Bland College.   
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